Scrotal ecchymosis: sign of intraperitoneal hemorrhage in the newborn.
Ecchymosis of the scrotum and lower abdominal wall occurred in four newborn boys. All were anemic. Three had coagulation abnormalities and evidence of sepsis. In two, group B streptococcal septicemia was documented. Intraperitoneal hemorrhage from a ruptured subcapsular hematoma of the liver was the source of blood in the scrotum in three, and most probably in the fourth as well. Two infants died in spite of antibiotics, vigorous blood replacement, including exchange transfusion, and desperation laparotomies for continued intraperitoneal hemorrhage. Newborns with scrotal ecchymosis should be examined for intraperitoneal hemorrhage, ruptured subcapsular hematoma of the liver being the most probable source. Their coagulation status should also be evaluated, and sepsis should be suspected, especially in those with a demonstrated coagulopathy. Group B Streptococcus is a likely primary etiologic agent in these critically ill neonates. Nonoperative treatment, as given the two survivors in this experience, is preferred.